TRIED/TESTED/RATED/SI ATED 'l

Used by Tom Bailey, Trail photographer
Used for 3years

| wear these boots on every walking shoot
| go on, year-round - from cramponing
across Beinn Eighe to a bimble along the
Cotswold Way. This is my third pair of
Meindl boots, as | find the wide shape
suits my feet, and |'ve neverhad any blister
issues. The high rand protects the upper
from rocks, and has stood the test of time
as regards wear. My only criticism is that
over the last six months they have started
to squeak and groan, which has led my
walking companions to look quizzically
around fora bird in pain ora swinging gate.
(itwas down to the tongue rubbing on the
upper.) And | did make a mistake with these
boots theday | leftthem in the boot of my car,
damp, on a hotday: nota deverthing todo
with leather. They cooked, and shrank.

Verdict when these eventually die'll order
pairnumber four - though I'll have to settle
fortheir replacement, the Meindl Makalu MFS
Contact www.meindl.de; tel. (01539) 560214

IRAIZ TOM BAILEY

- SNAPPER
4. EPRICELESS

Used I;yTnll magazine
Used for 13years

You don'toften seeTom's face in the
magazine, but heis responsible for the bulk
ofourphotography, which means he's
racked up a huge mileage on Trail features
(justlook atthose boots!). He's dimbed in the
Alps and all across Europe, caved, dangled
offabseils to wait for the perfect dimbing
shot, flown over mountains with the RAF
and captured on camera some of the greats
of British mountaineering (see his exquisite
portraitof Harry Criffin on page 60). His

hill knowledge is enormous; he gets more
excited than you can imagine at the sight of
a wheatearora crop of sphagnum moss,
and he loves nothing more than nightout
bivvying ordimbing big winter routes. Hats
off to a top class snapper who loves the hills!

Verdict one of Trail's greatest assets, and
™ one of the best outdoor snappers around
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